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Mining

The virtual quadrupling of the value of regional mining
output between 1975 and 1981 was attributed to both

increased mineral production and rising mineral and coal
prices. Employment in this industry sector has been
increasing dramatically since 1975, and is now the number

one employer in the Region.

The coal mining operations in the Elk Valley have been the
major contributor to this rapid growth. Existing mines
have been expanded, new mines established and at least

two more are in the planning stages.

The iron, lead and zinc mining operations in the Kimberley

area have also seen an increase in employment and
production. Plans are underway for the development of
new processing facilities and with continued exploration,

new mines could become a reality.

Gypsum is mined in the Upper Columbia Valley and a large
Magnasite deposit is being mined and crushed in the Upper
Mitchell Valley near Kootenay National Park.

Under extensive reclamation programs, the mined areas
are rehabilitiated progressively. To date, the companies
have reclaimed thousands of acres of mined land, turning
them into rolling slopes of grassland and trees.
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Save always played a vital role ^n

the lives of the people of British Columbia
and such is true for those in the East

Kootenay Region.

Forestry, related products and services are
the second largest industrial employer. In

fact, in excess of 5,000 people are employed
in logging, sawmill operations, pulp
production and related service industries.

/:

The Region Kas five major sawmills, with in
excess of 40 smaller mills spread
throughout the communities. Although

sawmilling has undergone only limited expansion in recent years,
capital investment in plant modification has continued. The major
mills are now capable of using the smaller diameter logs efficiently.

The main products are finished lumber and pulp for export to the

U.S.A. and Japan. However, the forest industry also produces fence
posts, shakes, telephone poles, Christmas trees and a variety of
other manufactured wood products.

Logging patterns have been changing recently and, consequently
increased attention is being paid to more careful and intensive use of
forest resources. Reforestation and forest management will ensure that
this industry will continue to be a major contributor to the economic
well'-being and industrial growth in the East Kootenay Region.



dustry

lanufacturing sector is dominated by primary forest
ssing, sawmilling and pulping. However, there is also
al processing and some secondary forest
facturing, as well as a growing number of smaller,

^n se operations which play a significant local and

aal role.

^ City of Cranbrook is home to the major portion of
3 nufacturing as it relates to the service aspect of the

.rest industry and wood by-products.

i he coal mining industry is serviced from the Elk Valley
communities of Elkford, Fernie and Sparwood, as well as

Cranbrook.

- ertilizer production at Kimberley and pulp production at
Skookumchuck are examples of other major industries. As
well, continued development of the tourism industry in the
Region has created new opportunities for the
manufacturing and service industries.

Technological advances are continually opening new doors

for entrepreneurs. Companies are discovering that the
East Kootenay Region, with its moderate climate and
stable work force, is an excellent gateway to the
northwestern U.S. market.
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Energy and Agriculture

The East Kootenay Region is supplied with electrical power

by B.C. Hydro. Hydro has a constant program of line
upgrading and substation construction.

Natural gas is available in the Region with competitive
rates for industrial users. Natural gas service is being
extended to the furthest points of the Region.

Based on supply data and current usage rates, there will
be an excellent supply of both electrical power and natural
gas well into the future. This is further enhanced by the
possibility of a thermal coal generating facility.

Beef cattle production is the dominant source of farm
revenue. The second major source comes from forage

production. Although irrigation is required in many
operations because of the dry hot summers, the Region is
well known for its abundant supply of high quality forage.

Due to long hours of sunshine and the moderate climate,

commercial greenhouse operations are proving to be
another viable agricultural venture. As this production

increases, local food and beverage processing is expected
to increase to further diversify and stabilize this industry
sector.
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Hirism and Recreation

egion averages 2,200 hours of sunshine annually. The
, 3ly dry warm summers and the consistent high
ion snowfalls have been major factors in the

opment of the Region's year-round tourism and

atton industry.

. o£e of the tourist industry in the East Kootenay

^onal District has been steadily growing. The
i j^ctacular mountain scenery and moderate climate have

ved to popularize a wide variety of outdoor recreational
activities throughout the year for the benefit of both local

residents and visitors. The number of visitors increases
mnually at a steady 8-10%.

Tourist attractions within the Regional District vary with

ne season. Summer is the peak tourist season and sees a
concentration of visitors and recreational activity around
the warm water lakes, with the national parks drawing a
large number of visitors.

Power boating, sailing, water-skiing, swimming and
windsurflng are popular at the large lakes, with fishing
also an important attraction for many smaller lakes. White
water rafting has become an exciting attraction. Kootenay
and Banff National Parks offer wilderness hiking, canoeing

and camping. Provincial wilderness parks include Bugaboo
Glacier, Top-of-the-World, St. Mary's, Elk Lakes and Mt.
Assiniboine, plus the Purcell Wilderness Conservancy

offering many of the popular recreational facilities. Close
to Cranbrook is Fort Steele Provincial Park, a
reconstructed 1880's mining town and fort.
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Winter travel generators are related mainly to skiing.
which has undergone dramatic growth. Alpine, cross
country and heli-skiing are offered at many of the centers.
Panorama, Kimberley's North Star, Fernie's Snow Valley,
Fairmont and Radium are the major ski centers. North Star
Mountain is the longest lit night run in North America, with

night skiing also available at Fairmont.

The hot springs at Radium and Fairmont, which are open
year-round, serve as important tourist attractions. At

present the Region has four-season destination resorts in

Kimberley, Panorama, Fairmont and Radium.

The East Kootenay Regional District has a variety of

accommodation facilities, including hotels, motels and
campgrounds; with a growing trend in the number of
condominiums, vacation homes and time share facilities to

augment these facilities.
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District of Elkford

The District of Elkford represents the height of

opportunity, as it enjoys an economic boom that is
unparalleled in the province. Elkford is a 'boom town with

a blue print', and the population is expected to double in
the next few years.

The impetus? Coal. The black diamond of British
Columbia's future. The coal resources in British Columbia's

Southeast region are so vast that, after a century of
exploration, they have yet to be fully defined.

The District's serviced industrial park, and its area for
expansion, will have no difficulty handling the industrial

growth of this decade.

Elkford offers attractive housing and building sites, with a

comparable level of property taxation.

In its scenic setting, Elkford offers many recreational
facilities with a golf course, local ski hill, tennis courts and

many outdoor activities.
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District of Invermere
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Strategically located in the Columbia Valley on
North/South Highway 93/95 is the bustling community of
Invermere. It began as a fur trading house and served as
the focal point of the early development of the Valley.
More recently it has become the tourism center of the East

Kootenay Region.

The District of Invermere is the service focal point for the
mining and forest industries of the Columbia Valley.
Processing of minerals in the area is becoming more
feasible, and Invermere is preparing itself with the
development of a new serviced industrial park.

It is the immediate service and business center for the

four-season destination resorts of Radium, Panorama,
Fairmont and Windermere, as well as for the recreational
paradise along the Columbia and Windermere Lakes. With
its beautiful climate, Invermere is a tourist haven offering
a multitude of recreational activities.

The diversified economy of Invermere looks even brighter
in the future, with many new developments planned. These
new projects will continue to reinforce Invermere's
position as the Region's northern service community.
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ity of Kimberley

erley is a picturesque city in the heart of the
L enays that has imaginatively costumed its downtown
In the festive colour and quaint architecture of an

sr period Bavarian alpine village. The effect is
rming, accented by the City's spectacular mountain
;mg. In this fashion, Kimberley has set itself uniquely

^art from the conventional glass-masonry-neon sameness

f a thousand urban main streets.

The continued improvements of recreation facilities on
North Star Mountain, coupled with new developments for

summer recreation, makes Kimberley an excellent four"
season destination resort. Kimberley is also home to the
delightful Cominco Flower Gardens and many near-by
lakes and rivers offering quiet alternative forms of
recreation.

Originally a mining town, Kimberley has expanded into
other areas, while retaining mining as its major economic
base. The production of fertilizer and the potential

processing of other minerals guarantees the economic
stability of the future.

Kimberley's industrial park houses the City's commercial

and service sectors with room for expansion.



District of Sparwood

Sparwood, the 'Clean Coal Capital of Canada', is located
geographically in the center of the Southeast coal fields.
Current mining developments have made the District of
Sparwood one of the fastest growing communities in the
Province.

It is situated on Highway 3 and is rapidly developing its
commercial and recreational facilities to cope with, not
only the current record growth, but also the growth
projected into the next century.

Sparwood has been the heavy industrial service center foih,
the Southeast coal field since its inception as a new

community. The development of the new Alpine Estates
was necessitated by the constant demand for industrial
land.

This active community is constantly upgrading and
planning new facilities and, with the development potential

the commercial and service sectors, it will continue to

igprve as an important focal point fiifi|idustry m the Elk
VaUey.
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Addresses

Acknowledgements:
British Columbia Ministry of Tourism
Rocky Mountain Visitors Association
B.C. Coal

Fording Coal Ltd.
Crestbrook Forest Industries Ltd.

B.C. Telephone Co.

Alberta Natural Gas Co. Ltd.

C.P. Rail

East Kootenay Community College
I. Turner

C. Osterloh

D. Paine

R.Fonger

W. Nordick

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Suite 202 -1119 Baker Street

Cranbrook, B.C. V1C 1A7
(604) 489-3441

CITY OF CRANBROOK
40 - 10th Avenue South

Cranbrook, B.C. V1C 2M8
(604)426-4211

CITY OF FERNIE
Box 190
Fernie, B.C. VOB 1MO
(604) 423-6818

CITY OF KIMBERLEY
340 Spokane Street
Kimberley, B.C. V1A2E8
(604)427-5311

DISTRICT OF SPARWOOD
Box 520
Sparwood, B.C. VOB 2GO
(604) 425-6271

DISTRICT OF ELKFORD
Box 340
Elkford, B.C. VOB 1HO
(604) 865-2241

DISTRICT OF INVERMERE
Box 339
Invermere, B.C. VGA 1KO

(604) 342-9281


